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SUBJECT: SOVIET PARTY CONGRESS IN FEBRUARY 1976 

1. DURING A COURTESY CALL AT THE CONSULATE GENERAL ON 
NOVEMBER 6, VALENTIN ALEXEJEVITSCH KOPTELTSEV, THE NEW 
SOVIET CONSUL GENERAL IN HAMBURG, MADE A NUMBER OF OBSER- 
VATIONS ABOUT THE FORTHCOMING SOVIET PARTY CONGRESS IN 
MOSCOW IN FEBRUARY 1976 WHICH MAY BE OF INTEREST TO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW AND THE DEPARTMENT. KOPTELTSEV, WHO SERVED 
AS POLITICAL COUNSELOR AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN BONN 
PRECEDING HIS ASSIGNMENT HERE, IS CONSIDERED A CLOSE 

PROTEGE OF FOREIGN MINISTER ANDREI GROMYKO. HE SERVED AS 
AIDE TO GROMYKO FROM 1958 TO 1962 AND AS A POLITICAL 
ASSISTANT TO GROMYKO IN THE LATE 1960'S. HIS VIEWS OF 
SOVIET DOMESTIC POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT MAY, THEREFORE, 

BE WORTHING NOTING. 

2. KOPTELTSEV SAID HE THOUGHT THE FOLLOWING TOPICS 
MIGHT BE ON THE AGENDA AT THE FEBRUARY 1976 PARTY 
CONGRESS: 

A. VARIOUS AMENDMENTS TO THE SOVIET CONSTITUTION AND; 

B. A NEW FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR HEAVY INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE. 
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3. DESPITE OCCASIONAL NEGATIVE DIAGNOSES ABOUT THE 
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HEALTH OF LEONID BRESZHNEV, KOPTELTSEV SAID THAT BRESHNEV WAS IN 
QUITE GOOD HEALTH AND WOULD, HE THOUGHT, CONTINUE TO 
SERVE AS SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE. KOPTELTSEV STATED THAT BECAUSE OF THE RELA- 
TIVELY HIGH AGE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO THERE 
MIGHT BE A NUMBER OF NEW APPOINTMENTS MADE TO IT FROM 
AMONG THE RANKS OF THOSE CURRENTLY OCCUPYING WHAT HE CALLED 
SECOND AND THIRD ECHELON LEVELS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

KOPTELTSEV DID NOT SPECULATE WHO THESE CANDIDATES FOR THE 
POLITBURO MIGHT BE BUT STRONGLY INPLIED THAT BREZHNEV 
WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE AMONG THOSE WHO STEP ASIDE. BROGAN 
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